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DEPARTMENT: ZOOLOGY

Academic Year :2024-25 Datc: 09/08/2024
Activity Name : Snake Awareness Program
Title : Celebration of Nag Panchami

Total number of Beneficiary: 60

Particulars: On the occasion of Nag panchami, the Department of Zoology of Maharshi Dayanand
College of Arts, Science and Commerce-Parel, organized an informative and engaging Snake
Awareness Program. The event aimed to educate students, particularly the First-Year (FY) students,
about the important differences between venomous and non-venomous snakes, as well as to dispel
common myths surrounding these often misunderstood reptiles.

The program began with an insightful session by Ms. Gayatri Hegde, who provided a detailed
explanation of the distinguishing features between venomous and non-venomous snakes. Her
presentation helped students to understand the biological aspects of these creatures. She also
highlighted various myths that people commonly associate with snakes and countered them with
scientific facts, emphasizing the reality of a snake’s behavior.

After that Dr. Rishikesh Dalvi and Mrs. Dipali Jagtap further elaborated on the myths and realities of
snakes. Their talks provided a comprehensive understanding of how snakes are perceived in society
and the importance of respecting these animals while acknowledging the unfounded fears that many
people harbor.

In addition to the lectures, specimens of the snakes from the departmental museum were showcased
during the event. This hands-on experience allowed students to observe these reptiles closely,
enhancing their understanding of the differences discussed earlier.

Students gained valuable knowledge about snake behavior and the significance of protecting these
creatures in their natural habitats. Students actively asked questions and gained clarity on various
aspects of snake ecology and conservation.

Dr. Vaishali Somani, the Head of the Department of Zoology, appreciated the successful execution
of this program. Overall, the Snake Awareness Progfam wasa succ.essful initiative by the Department
of Zoology, contributing to the students' understanding and appreciation of snakes, particularly in the

context of the Nag Panchami festival.
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