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Adapting Identities: Quest for Existence 

in Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine 
 

Dr. Sangita Vijay Kongre 
 

...I sleep upon dead years. 

Sometimes I dream in Chinese 

I dream my father’s dream. 

I wake, grown up 

And someone else. 

I am the thin edge I sit on. 

I begin to gray-white and black and in between 

My hair is America. 

- Diana Chang 

 

An identity can be defined in its socio-cultural, economic, 

linguistic background. Identity cannot be framed and 

conceptualized in an isolation. It is a gradual development of a 

self which gets birth, nurtures, grows in a particular supportive 

/ hostile land with its socio-cultural values. As Karl Marx 
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