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Preface

This book aims to provide a brief account of some of the ways in which

social scientists can incorporate of various kinds into their research,

together with a discussion of why they might wish to. The emphasis is very

much on the use of visual materials as one among several research

methods that may be employed by a social researcher during the course of

an investigation, rather than a focus on the visual for its own sake. I assume

that readers already have or are acquiring the skills to devise a research

project that is valid within the context of their discipline, but may not have

thought of adding a visual dimension. Those who are already experienced

visual researchers and are seeking to add a sociological dimension to their

work should probably look elsewhere, as they will probably find what I have

to say basic or naïve with regard to the visual and opaque or elliptical with

regard to the sociological. Identifying a research problem to investigate

usually requires a preliminary review of the literature so as to gain an

understanding about how scholars have approached examining a topic.

Scholars rarely structure research studies in a way that can be followed like

a story; they are complex and detail-intensive and often written in a

descriptive and conclusive narrative form. However, in the social and

behavioural sciences, journal articles and stand-alone research reports are

generally organized in a consistent format that makes it easier to compare

studies and decipher their contents.

This book is designed to introduce students to the process of scientific

research in the social sciences, business, education, public health, and

related disciplines. The purpose of social science research is to provide

explanation of social behavior by relying on the assumption that it has

causes that are known and measurable. Some researchers now compare

social science research with predictable fixed mechanisms. Lastly, there is

plan to continually update this book based on emerging trends in scientific

research. If there are any new or interesting content that you wish to see in

future editions, please drop me a note, and I will try my best to

accommodate them. Comments, criticisms, or corrections to any of the

existing content will also be gratefully appreciated.

 -Editor
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