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What is a Constitution?

❖ Supreme law of the nation 

❖ Lays down the basic structure of the political system

❖ Establishes the main organs of state-the legislature, the 
executive and the judiciary, defines their powers and 
demarcates their responsibilities

❖ Guarantees  certain rights to citizens

❖ Embodies the fundamental values, philosophy and aims and 
objectives of collective life of a nation
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Preamble
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Fundamental Values and Principles of our
Constitution

as enshrined in the Preamble

❖ Socialism

❖ Secularism

❖ Democracy

❖ Republican Character

❖ Justice

❖ Liberty

❖ Equality

❖ Fraternity

❖ Dignity of the Individual

❖ Unity and Integrity of the Nation
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Making of the Constitution

❖ The Constitution of India was formulated by the Constituent

Assembly consisting of the representatives of people of India

❖ The Constitution of India was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on
26th November, 1949

❖ It came into force on 26th January, 1950

❖ It is the longest written Constitution of any sovereign country in the 
world, containing 448 articles in 25 parts, 12 schedules, 5 appendices 
and 98 amendments (out of 120 Constitution Amendment Bills)

❖ Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar is widely regarded as the architect of the 
Indian Constitution



❖ The process of the evolution of the Constitution

began many decades before 26 January 1950

❖ Constitution was a product of our freedom struggle

against the British rule

❖ Our freedom struggle was a struggle for  democracy and justice, for 
the citizens’ rights and equality

❖ As the demand for representation grew British government was 
forced to introduce a number of constitutional reforms



Demand for a Constituent Assembly

❖ The demand for a constitution for India being

framed by its own people without outside interference

was first made by the Indian National Congress

in 1934

❖ The Constituent Assembly was finally setup under the Cabinet 
Mission Plan of 1946









Working of the Constituent Assembly

❖ The members of the Constituent Assembly met for the first time on 
9 December, 1946

❖ Various committees were formed which included a

Committee on Fundamental Rights, the Union Powers Committee 
and Union Constitution Committee 

❖ On 29 August 1947, the Drafting Committee was appointed, with Dr. 
B. R. Ambedkar as the Chairman along with six other members

❖ A Draft Constitution was prepared by the committee and submitted 
to the Assembly on 4 November 1947. Draft constitution was 
debated and over 2000 amendments were moved over a period of 
two years



❖ Finally on 26 Nov, 1949 the process was completed

and Constituent assembly adopted the constitution

❖ The Assembly met in sessions open to the public,

for 166 days, spread over a period of 2 years, 

11 months and 18 days before adopting the Constitution

❖ The constitution of India came into force on 26th January, 1950 
and from that day India became the Republic of India



Constituent Assembly



Constituent Assembly



Lord Mountbatten, Viceroy of India, reading India and Pakistan’s 
declarations of independence over the radio in New Delhi



Dr. Rajendra Prasad, First President of India



Pt Jawaharlal Nehru signing the Constitution



Sardar Vallabhbhai  Patel, First Home Minister and 
member of Constituent Assembly



Drafting Committee for the Constitution of India. 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar in the center





Salient Features of Indian Constitution

❖ Longest written Constitution 

– Constitution consists of 448 
articles , 12 Schedules, over 100 
Amendments and 5 Appendices   

❖ An enacted Constitution

– drawn up and adopted by the 
Constituent Assembly after 
deliberations for a period of 2 
years, 11 months and 18 days on 
26 November, 1949. Came into 
force on 26 January,1950

❖ Combination of rigidity and 
flexibility

❖ Universal Adult Franchise
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Salient Features of Indian Constitution (cont..)

❖ Federal System with Unitary Bias

– division of  power  between the Union Government and the State 
Governments, but   the Union Government is more powerful

❖ Parliamentary Democracy

– President is the nominal Head of the State,  Council of Minister 
headed by the Prime Minister is the real  executive and is collectively 
responsible before the Lok Sabha (lower House of Parliament)

❖ Secular State

– no State religion, freedom of religion and conscience to every 
individual and religious tolerance
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Salient Features of Indian Constitution (cont..)

❖ Justiciable Fundamental Rights

– Part III (Articles 12-35) of the Constitution confers on the people six 
categories of rights  –Right to Equality, Right to Liberty, Right against 
Exploitation, Right to Freedom of Religion, Cultural and Educational 
Rights, Right to Constitutional Remedies

❖ Directive Principles of State Policy 

– Part IV (Articles 36-51) of the Constitution enumerates certain 
principles which aims at establishing a welfare state ,though they are 
not enforceable through a court of law are regarded as fundamental in 
the governance of the country

❖ Single Citizenship
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❖ Independent Judiciary

– Independence of judiciary has been ensured by the inclusion of the 
service conditions of the judges, their tenures, pay allowances, the 
method of their appointment and removal

❖ Judicial Review

– The Supreme Court and the High Courts are empowered to declare 
any law passed by the Parliament or the State Legislatures and any act 
of the Executive null and void if these violate the Constitution

❖ Uniformity in Basic Administrative Matters

– Single integrated judiciary, provision for  one Comptroller and Auditor 
General for the Union as well as the States, common All India Services 
etc. achieve this purpose.
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Salient Features of Indian Constitution (cont…)



Thank you


