
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Sem V 

Module I 

1. When planning to do social research, it is better to: 

a) Approach the topic with an open mind 

b) Do a pilot study before getting stuck into it 

c) Be familiar with the literature on the topic 

d) Forget about theory because this is a very practical undertaking 

Answer: c) Be familiar with the literature on the topic 

 

2. Which comes first, theory or research? 

a) Theory, because otherwise you are working in the dark 

b) Research, because that's the only way you can develop a theory 

c) It depends on your point of view 

d) The question is meaningless, because you can't have one without the other 

Answer: c) It depends on your point of view 

3. A deductive theory is one that: 

a) Allows theory to emerge out of the data 

b) Involves testing an explicitly defined hypothesis 

c) Allows for findings to feed back into the stock of knowledge 

d) Uses qualitative methods whenever possible 

Answer: b) Involves testing an explicitly defined hypothesis 

4. Which of the following is not a type of research question? 

a) Predicting an outcome 

b) Evaluating a phenomenon 

c) Developing good practice 

d) A hypothesis 

Answer: d) A hypothesis 

5. What does 'sampling cases' mean? 

a) Sampling using a sampling frame  

b) Identifying people who are suitable for research 

c) Literally, the researcher's brief-case 

d) Sampling people, newspapers, television programmes etc. 

Answer: d) Sampling people, newspapers, television programmes etc. 

6. Why is data analysis concerned with data reduction? 

a) Because far too much data is collected than is required As 

b) Because we need to make sense of the data  

c) Because of the repetitions in answers to questionnaires 

d) Because the sample size has been exceeded 

Answer: b) Because we need to make sense of the data 

7. The core ingredients of a dissertation are: 

a) Introduction; Data collection; Data analysis; Conclusions and recommendations.  

b) Executive summary; Literature review; Data gathered; Conclusions; Bibliography 

c) Research plan; Research data; Analysis; References. 

d) Introduction; Literature review; Research methods; Results; Discussion; Conclusion 



Answer: d) Introduction; Literature review; Research methods; Results; Discussion; Conclusion. 

8. Because of the number of things that can go wrong in research there is a need for: 

a) Flexibility and perseverance  

b) Sympathetic supervisor 

c) Good source of finance 

d) All the above 

Answer: a) Flexibility and perseverance 

9. What is a 'grand theory'? 

a) One that was proposed by one of the major theorists in the sociological tradition 

b) One that is highly abstract and makes broad generalizations about the social world 

c) An intermediate level explanation of observed regularities 

d) A particularly satisfactory theory that makes the researcher feel happy 

Answer: b) One that is highly abstract and makes broad generalizations about the social world 

10. What does an empiricist believe? 

a) We should not apply natural science methods to social science research 

b) It is the sociologist's aim to understand the meaning of social action 

c) Knowledge, in the form of 'facts', should be gained through sensory experience 

d) Research conducted within the particular economy was biased and unreliable 

Answer: c) Knowledge, in the form of 'facts', should be gained through sensory experience 

11. An inductive theory is one that: 

a) Involves testing an explicitly defined hypothesis 

b) Does not allow for findings to feed back into the stock of knowledge 

c) Uses quantitative methods whenever possible 

d) Allows theory to emerge out of the data 

Answer: d) Allows theory to emerge out of the data 

12. What is the epistemological position held by a positivist? 

a) There is no substitute for an in-depth, hermeneutic understanding of society 

b) Scientific research should be based on value-free, empirical observations 

c) Events and discourses in the social world prevent us from having direct knowledge of the 

natural order 

d) It is important to remain optimistic about our research, even when things go wrong 

Answer: b) Scientific research should be based on value-free, empirical observations 

13. The interpretivist view of the social sciences is that: 

a) Their subject matter is fundamentally different to that of the natural sciences 

b) We should aim to achieve the interpretive understanding of social action 

c) It is important to study the way people make sense of their everyday worlds 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: d) All options are correct 

14. The constructionist ontological position suggests that: 

a) Social phenomena and their meanings are constantly being accomplished by social actors 

b) Individuals are born into a world of rules and structures that they cannot change 

c) Building and construction work presents an ideal opportunity to exercise the sociological 

imagination 

d) Social facts and objects have an external reality, independently of the people who perceive 

them 

Answer: a) Social phenomena and their meanings are constantly being accomplished by social actors 



15. The qualitative research strategy places a value on: 

a) Using numbers, measurements and statistical techniques 

b) Generating theories through inductive research about social meanings 

c) Conducting research that is of a very high quality 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: b) Generating theories through inductive research about social meanings 

16. Which of the following is an example of value-free research? 

a) Conscious partiality 

b) Sympathy for the underdog 

c) Unstructured interviewing 

d) All options are incorrect 

Answer: d) All options are incorrect 

17. What is a research design? 

a) A way of conducting research that is not grounded in theory 

b) The choice between using qualitative or quantitative methods 

c) The style in which you present your research findings, e.g. a graph 

d) A framework for every stage of the collection and analysis of data 

Answer: d) A framework for every stage of the collection and analysis of data 

18. If a study is "reliable", this means that: 

a) It was conducted by a reputable researcher who can be trusted 

b) The measures devised for concepts are stable on different occasions 

c) The findings can be generalized to other social settings 

d) The methods are stated clearly enough for the research to be replicated 

Answer: b) The measures devised for concepts are stable on different occasions 

19. "Internal validity" refers to: 

a) Whether or not there is really a causal relationship between two variables 

b) Whether or not the findings are relevant to the participants' everyday lives 

c) The degree to which the researcher feels that this was a worthwhile project 

d) How accurately the measurements represent underlying concepts 

Answer: a) Whether or not there is really a causal relationship between two variables 

20. Naturalism has been defined as: 

a) Viewing natural and social objects as belonging to the same realm 

b) Being true to the nature of the phenomenon under investigation 

c) Minimising the intrusion of artificial methods of data collection into the field 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: d) All options are correct 

21. In an experimental design, the dependent variable is: 

a) The one that is not manipulated and in which any changes are observed 

b) The one that is manipulated in order to observe any effects on the other 

c) A measure of the extent to which personal values affect research 

d) An ambiguous concept whose meaning depends on how it is defined 

Answer: a) The one that is not manipulated and in which any changes are observed 

22. Survey research is cross-sectional and therefore: 

a) High in replicability but low in internal validity 

b) High in internal validity but low in reliability 

c) High in ecological validity but low in external validity 

d) All options are incorrect 



Answer: a) High in replicability but low in internal validity 

23. Panel and cohort designs differ, in that: 

a) Cohort studies involve quantitative research, whereas panel studies are qualitative 

b) A panel study does not need rules to handle new entrants to households 

c) Only a cohort study will suffer from sample attrition 

d) A panel study can distinguish between age effects and cohort effects, but a cohort design 

can only detect ageing effects 

Answer: d) A panel study can distinguish between age effects and cohort effects, but a cohort design 

can only detect ageing effects 

24. Cross cultural studies are an example of: 

a) Case study design 

b) Comparative design 

c) Experimental design 

d) Longitudinal design 

Answer: b) Comparative design 

 

 

 

 

Module II 

25. Which of the following requirements for a dissertation may depend on your institution? 

a) Whether an abstract should be included 

b) The format for referencing 

c) The word limits 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: d) All options are correct 

26. The role of a project supervisor is to: 

a) Make sure you keep to your schedule and deadlines 

b) Provide intellectual support, guidance and critical feedback 

c) Negotiate access to the research setting on the student's behalf 

d) Give you a reading list 

Answer: b) Provide intellectual support, guidance and critical feedback 

27. You can manage your time and resources while doing research best, by: 

a) Working out a timetable 

b) Finding out what resources are readily available to you 

c) Calculating a budget for likely expenditure 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: d) All options are correct 

28. How can you tell if your research questions are really good? 

a) If they guide your literature search 

b) If they are linked together to help you construct a coherent argument 

c) If they force you to narrow the scope of your research 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: d) All options are correct 



29. Which of the following should be included in a research proposal? 

a) Your academic status and experience 

b) The difficulties you encountered with your previous reading on the topic 

c) Your choice of research methods and reasons for choosing them 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: c) Your choice of research methods and reasons for choosing them 

30. Which of the following should you think about when preparing your research? 

a) Your sample frame and sampling strategy 

b) The ethical issues that might arise 

c) Negotiating access to the setting 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: d) All options are correct 

31. Why is it helpful to keep a research diary or log book while you are conducting your project? 

a) To give you something to do in the early stages of your research when nothing is happening 

b) Because funding councils generally demand to see written evidence that you were working 

every day during the period of the research 

c) To keep a record of what you did and what happened throughout the research process 

d) It can be added to your dissertation to ensure that you reach the required word limit 

Answer: c) To keep a record of what you did and what happened throughout the research process 

32. What practical steps can you take before you actually start your research? 

a) Find out exactly what your institution's requirements are for a dissertation 

b) Make sure you are familiar with the hardware and software you plan to use 

c) Apply for clearance of your project through an ethics committee 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: d) All options are correct 

33. Why do you need to review the existing literature? 

a) To make sure you have a long list of references 

b) Because without it, you could never reach the required word-count 

c) To find out what is already known about your area of interest 

d) To help in your general studying 

Answer: c) To find out what is already known about your area of interest 

34. To read critically means: 

a) Taking an opposing point of view to the ideas and opinions expressed 

b) Skimming through the material because most of it is just padding 

c) Evaluating what you read in terms of your own research questions 

d) Being negative about something before you read it 

Answer: c) Evaluating what you read in terms of your own research questions 

35. A systematic literature review is: 

a) One which starts in your own library, then goes to on-line databases and, finally, to the internet 

b) A replicable, scientific and transparent process 

c) One which gives equal attention to the principal contributors to the area 

d) A responsible, professional process of time-management for research 

Answer: b) A replicable, scientific and transparent process 

36. What is self-plagiarism? 

a) When a person lifts material that they have previously written and pass it off as their own work 

b) Taking about yourself too much 



c) Using somebody else's work and passing it off as your own 

d) An epistemological stance 

Answer: a) When a person lifts material that they have previously written and pass it off as their own 

work 

37. What is the first stage of a systematic review? 

a) Assess the relevance of each study to the research question(s) 

b) Define the purpose and scope of the review 

c) Appraise the quality of studies from the previous step 

d) Survey all of the literature contained within a single library 

Answer: b) Define the purpose and scope of the review 

38. When accessing the internet, which of these steps is the most essential in studies? 

a) Recording the full URL 

b) Noting the access dates 

c) Downloading material to be referenced 

d) They are all equally important 

Answer: d) They are all equally important 

39. According to the Harvard referencing convention, which is the correct reference? 

a) Bryman, A. (2012, 4e) Social Research Methods, Oxford; Oxford University Press 

b) Bryman (2012, fourth edition), Oxford University Press 

c) Bryman, Alan, Social Research Methods (2012: OUP) 

d) Bryman, A. Social Research Methods (2012) 

Answer: a) Bryman, A. (2012, 4e) Social Research Methods, Oxford; Oxford University Press 

40. _____is a part of the universe that can be used as respondents to a survey. 

a) Sample 

b) Hypothesis 

c) Population 

d) All options are incorrect 

Answer: a) Sample 

41. Secondary source of data collection consumes ____ time and effort to collect an info. 

a) Less 

b) More 

c) Indefinite 

d) All options are incorrect 

Answer: a) Less 

42. Broadly speaking, the purpose of an average is to find  _____________________. 

a) Representative of all the observations 

b) A rough estimate of where the set of observation lies. 

c) Variation in the values 

d) Both a) and b) 

Answer: d) Both a) and b) 

43. The mode of 5,9,10,15,20 is ___________________. 

a) Does not exist 

b) The middle value 10 

c) Each value is a mode 

d) Arithmetic Mean 



Answer: a) Does not exist 

44. A Group of 20 men have A.M 5 and a group of 30 women have A.M 6, then the combined   

A.M of the entire group is ___________________. 

a) 5  

b) 5.6 

c) 6 

d) 8 

Answer: b) 5.6 

45. A good measure of central tendency should be _____________________. 

a) Based on all observations 

b) Capable of further algebraic development 

c) Rigidly defined 

d) All options are correct 

Answer: d) All options are correct 

46. The simplest measure of dispersion to indicate the extreme variations in the data is            

____________. 

a) Range 

b) Mean Deviation 

c) Quartile Deviation 

d) Standard Deviation 

Answer: a) Range 

47. Which of the following is the relative measure of dispersion?  

a) Variance 

b) Standard Deviation 

c) Quartile Deviation 

d) Coefficient of Variation 

Answer: d) Coefficient of Variation 

48. The range of a sample gives an indication of the 

a) way in which the values cluster about a particular point 

b) number of observations bearing the same value 

c) maximum variation in the sample 

d) degree to which the mean value differs from its expected value 

Answer: c) maximum variation in the sample 

49. What is the median of the sample 5, 5, 11, 9, 8, 5, 8 ? 

a) 5 

b) 6 

c) 8 

d) 9 

Answer: c) 8 

50. The scatter in a series of values about the average is called: 

a) Average 

b) Dispersion 

c) Asymmetry 

d) Skewness 

Answer: b) Dispersion 

51. The measures used to calculate the variation present among the observations in the unit of the 

variable is called:  



a) Relative measures of dispersion 

b) Coefficient of skewness  

c) Absolute measures of dispersion  

d) Coefficient of variation 

Answer: c) Absolute measures of dispersion  

52. If there are many extreme scores on all examination, the dispersion is: 

a) Large 

b) Small 

c) Normal 

d) Symmetric 

Answer: a) Large 

53. If there are ten values each equal to 10, then standard deviation of these values is: 

a) 100 

b) 20 

c) 30 

d) 0 

Answer: d) 0 

54. The measures of dispersion can never be: 

a) Positive 

b) Zero 

c) Negative 

d) All options are incorrect 

Answer: c) Negative 

55. The range of the scores 29, 3, 143, 27, 99 is:  

a) 140 

b) 120 

c) 100 

d) 80 

Answer: a) 140 

56. The range of the values -5, -8, -10, 0, 6, 10 is: 

a) 20 

b) 0 

c) 10 

d) 5 

Answer: a) 20 

57. Half of the difference between upper and lower quartiles is called:   

a) Interquartile range 

b) Quartile deviation 

c) Mean deviation 

d) Standard deviation 

Answer: b) Quartile deviation 

58. The sum of absolute deviations is minimum if these deviations are taken from the:   

a) Mean 

b) Mode 

c) Median 

d) Upper Quartile 



Answer: c) Median 

59. The average of the sum of squares of the deviation about mean is called: 

a) Standard deviation 

b) Variance 
c) Mean deviation 

d) Coefficient of correlation 

Answer: Variance 
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